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In order to make sure that you have all the information on the problem
involving contamination of the 10* well of the Plainville Water Co* supplying
the Town of Plainville with water, Z would like to review in chronological
order the happenings of the past couple of weeks*

March 10, 195B

Dr. Cook, Health Officer for the Town of Plainville called and advised
that material from the MRC lagoon was contaminating the 10* well of the Plain*
Tills Water Co. fie advised that he and Mr. Miner would like to talk with me
on the subject. They called in the afternoon and we made a trip over to the
10" well. When this well was pumped onto the surface of the ground, there was
considerable frothing and effervescing with a distinct odor present.

In discussing the matter with Mr* Miner, President of the Plainville Water
Co*, Z learned that the difficulty had been noted some 10 days prior by employees

* of the water company when they had stopped pumping of the 10* well. Samples .of
[ the water bad been taken and sent to Hartford for analysis with an indication
v of 12 or 13 parts per million of the anionic detergent* Dr. Cook advised that

he must inform the State Board of Health, which he did en that day*

March 11. 1958 I

Dr. Cook, Mr* Lombardi of ths State Water Resources Commission and
Mr. Tan CLeeek of the State Health Department called at the plant. They had
been over and taken samples of the water at the 10* well prior to calling at
the plant. We discussed the matter with them and gave them samples of the
materials which we are using In the various washing machines and processes
throughout the plant* These consisted of compound ft and compound §200 from
the Esbeo Co*, Gull cleaner from the M 4 M Chemical Co* and in addition samples

-̂  of soda ash and soiUsmniUrate which are used for raising the PH and to dis-
-Q courage rusting respectively*
FOo Mr* Ten Heeok took samples of the water in the lamlin Pond which is
CD adjacent to the wells of the water company end from the ftftC lagoon.
CD . , • .• . . .
o Z a\ssured these gentlemen that sBC was very much interested in eliminating
co the cause of difficulty and that we would work with them in clearing up the

problem* Z told them that we would be willing to change any compounds which
they felt were contributing to the difficulty. Z e-uggested to them that since
there was a large volume of the material in the MftC lagoon, that steps should
be taken to dispose of this material as soon as possible. Z •̂ HSf̂ fWW Q ft

'( the Water Resources Commission consider approval for disposing or'tnavttrcerxsX .
v.. in the lagoon by passing it down the Quinnlaplao River in quantities such as ~̂s

not to cause too much difficulty but still to dispose of material as rapidly
as possible. This could be done at th» present time if the State we * * —"
it since the flow of water is at its maximum and the farmers working
along the river are not drawing water for irrigation purposes nor their oaiue
drinking from the river at the present season.
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X alto asked thai the State facilities be placed at oar disposal in arrir-
ing at a method of treating the offending material and thns arrlra at aa early
aa poaaible a aolution to the problem*

March 13* 19$6

le gare Mr. Lombard! a cample of Solrentrol |62 which we had apparently
overlooked in obtaining prerioua camples* Thia material ia used in our washing

tied in with the quench oonreyor from the large Yeatinghouae furnace*

March 2g, 19S6

We received a letter from Mr. 1m. 6. Wiae of the State Water £080x0*008
Coaniasion, copy of which la attached.

Sot baring heard from Mr. Lombard! of the Water Resources Conaiasion on
the results of the vamplea being tested, X phoned hia and waa advised that the
teat had not been completed but preliminary report indicated that the aample
from the MRC lagoon ahowed approximately 210 parti per minion concentration
•f anioaic detergent. Sanples from the contaminated well ahowed 13 parts per
million of the game material while a aamplea from the Eamlin Fond area indicated
no trace whatsoever of the offending material*

Mr* Lombard! indicated that of the aample • giren to him, Esbee ft ahowed
approximately 30JE anionic detergent content. Ye euggeated to Mr. Lombard! that
a meeting be arranged aa soon aa their testa were completed in order to arrive
at a aolvtion to the problem at an early date aa poisible,

Following the conversation with Mr. Lombard! , X hare instructed our Mr* V«
Coatea to contact the Esbec people to get their anggeetions on a replacement
material of a con-offending type. X alao had Mr. M. Berlind contact the Bets
Laboratories and hare their consultant plan to be at Plalnrille at a date to be
arranged when the State tests had been completed. Thia date was aet for April let
and Mr. Max Prieater the Beta Laboratories' Consultant will be at Flainrille
March 31at and April let.

March 26, 19$S
CD

Ye receired a latter from the State Department of Health orar Mr. Yarran o
J. Scott 'a aignature and a report on the tamplea teat. This indicated that in csj
addition to Eabeo fl compound, Solrentrol f& compound was alao a bad offender Or
•hewing approximately 30£ anionic detergent* Thia report alao, indicated labeo •=?
1200 ahowed approximately $% of the offenaire material*

Instructions hare been issued to find other materials for ̂ /W}PS>P) Â ffaj
which are causing the difficulty, tea thing ia certain and that ia, weSrai *are
to put in acme type of a treataent plant ia the not too m*s£ diatanet future to
treat plant effluent.

X ahall kaep you posted aa to the results of the meeting Tuesday morninr - . ~
at which time Mr. Lombard! and Mr. Cnrria, Chief Engineer of tha State Vat̂ t
Besourees ComBiasion, Mr« Miaer of tha Plainrills Water Co*, Dr. Cook, FLainriii*
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Health Officer, Mr. Carten of the Babeo Company aad Mr* Prieater of Bet* Labora-
toriea, Consultant, will b« pr«8«ntf Z also txpeot that wo will b»t» «t thia
•Mting at laact on* of ih« PlAinrlllt Town Seltotma ainoo tha mattar oaiia oat
In tha apen Vadnaaday nlgtit, Kiroa 26th at a apaolal aeating of tha Town Chairman*

Tha FlainTilla latar Co* haa amda tantatiTa axrangamnta to obtain water
from tha Town of Briatol and law Britain ehould it be aaoaasaxy to oloaa down
tha aaoond or 16" wall -*ioh la located about 100 yarda away from the 10* wall
which la presently aupplying the naeda of tha Torn*
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